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September 5, 1995

Mrs. Mary Ann Byrd

2 Valois Place
Hendersonville, NC 28739
Dear Mrs. Byrd:

Thank you for the transcripts of letters that you donated to Stones

River National Battlefield. As I may have explained to you, we
maintain a file on each regiment that fought in the battle and make
the information available to visitors when they inquire. The

letters are a valuable addition to the collection and help fill out
the human story of the battle.

I'm enclosing some information from a catalog about preservation of
paper documents. You may want to check into some good storage
techniques for your letters in order to better preserve then.

I enjoyed talking with you at the open house in Flat Rock. Thank
you again for the transcripts and for your interest in Stones River
National Battlefield.

Sincerely,

Gilbert J. Backlund
Chief Ranger

GJBacklund:gb:09-03-95
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Camp on the battle {ield neanr

Murpheysboro Jan 5ih 18§63
Dean Sisten, it is with pleasurne that I take my pencil .in hand %o in-
4oum youw how I am getting along I am well and hearnty at present hoping
these few Lines will 4ind yow enjoying the same state o0 good health
I suppose youw have hearnd o4 the big battle that has just been §ought
ounr Regi was 4in the 4ight and had many killed and wounded I come
through safe all only therne was a bum shell busted a piece §Lew
and _ _ _ _ (pencil oo 4aded) taring my briches Leg halé o044 it only
Sernached the scin a Little 44 At had hit my Leg centen it would o4
taken it o044
we Atanrnied 4rom Nashville on the 26th o4 Decembern and found the Enemy at
Leavern (La Vengne) about & mifles §rom Nashville oun Regt was 4in the
nean that day our advance drove the Secesh all that day and on the
27th. the 28th was Sunday we did not do anything that day on the
29th it was our turnn to go 4in the advance oun Company and Company D
deployed out as Scinmishes and drove them all that day we would shooi
at them at eveny chance they had canon and Shoot sheffs and grape shoi
alt ws. when fhey got at Murnpheysboro they made thein stand. on the
30th the pichets was §ighting all day and canonading on both sdides.
on the 314t the Secesh formed allmost therne whole §orce on our night and
made a tremendouws dash on owr men drniving them back §orn about a mile
oun Regi was in the thichest of it but they wenrne cheched wp and our men
drove them back to where they started 4§rom there was a great many
hilled and wounded on both Aides one man kifled in oun company Aev-
enal wounded Geonrnge Hazzarnd was wounded in the hip we had 22 hilled
in oun Regt we had 197 hRilled wounded and missing they got 40 close
10 oun Regt that they cut it in two drove one part one way and the
othen anothern way its a wondern they did not hRill haltf§ the men in the
Regt oun Regi rallied again and went in to the Secesh again that
evending we had two Captains khiflled and Major Kinley wounded. On the
$4inst 04 Januarny the pichets was §ighting all that day on the 4econd
there was heavy canonading all along the Lines on both sides the
dhells fLlew in everny dirnection on that evening the Secesh 4ommed all—
most thein whofe fornce on ourn Ledt which was the weakest point they
made anothen dash on owr men they drove a whole Division o4 oun bach
they come to ourn brigade and we cheched *hem and drove them back we
more than SfLayed them that time on the 3th oun pichest was §ighting
all that day on the 4th news came that the Secesh had £Left
I neceived a Letten from Moithern on the Sunday before we Ledt Nashuille
4he daid she was going to Middletown to stay a few days L4 dhe aint
therne by the time this Lettern neaches youw I wisth you would wrnite %o hen
and £ell hern I come through the 4ight saje

(Henry wrnote to the bottom of the page and had no room to 4ign his name)
(Geonge Hazzarnd is mentioned as being wounded in the hip. Af{tern the

war he netunned to New Castle and wrote Hazzard's Histony o4 Henny
County Indiana 1822-1906.)



Camp Near MunfreesBorno Ten
TE 119 18563
Dean Mozthen

[t {5 with much pleasdurne that [ take my pen in hand %o Let you khnow how
I am getting along Ive not been veny well fon a day orn Lo the Regt
has gone to Nashville %o guand a provision train therne and back I was
Ledgt herne on account 0§ noi being well I am getting bettern now
Dean Mother [ duppose you have heand o4 the big battle that has just
been {ought here we had a hard time o4 it I come thmomgh Safe with
out getting much hurnt I §eel thanhful that I goi through at well as I
did. Sdimon Powel and severnal others werne out herne from Newcastle to sece
to the wounded they have gone bach now I Lot Lieutenant Hoffland have
my money when we was back to Nashville to kheep 4or me till next pay day
on I would sent it home by Powel.
Dean Mothen I want yow to wrnite and tell me how Pet i4 if yow have heard
4nom him Lately tel? me 44 L[som has Ledt Indiana his orn not

don the present I will bring my Lettern to a close

dnom you son

H Hendenson
wnite 4oon tell me afll the news

Camp nean Murnfreesrborno Ten. Jan 30th 1§63

Dean Mother, 4t is with much pleasure that [ 4it with my pencil in
ansdwen to yourn khind Lettern that I just neceived §rom youw I was venrny
glad %o hean 4rom you again I am wel? and hearty at present. Deanrn
Mothen I expect to try to take yourn good advice allthough Soldierns Lije
i4 an aggravating Lide it i4 harnd 4on a man to be good I will try an
do the best [ can. ,
Since I note %o you about them sochs the government has bought a Lot
04 dochks _ _ _ all 5 pairn beforne that I bought a sen-
Lence here {4 too faded and on §old o4 Letter) I had to pay 15 cents a
painrn I have got 7 pain now id4 you hant sent dont aend
them {on a while I never heard §rom that box that was Expressed o
Leden that yow Spokhe abowt. I saw Uncle ILsom Hunt son John the othen
day he is in the 10th Ind Regt Yelbe Bowman is there £o CouwAdin
William Allen Hunt i3 in the 8§9th Regt I think. .
4on the present I will bring Letter to a close 4nom yourn Son
H Hendenson
wrnite Aocon tell me all the news




Camp neanr Murngreesboro

TFen, $ebruanru 21.1563
Dearn Mothen [ am seated in the tent this afternoon gon the purpose o4
answening the Lettern [ just necedived §rom you youns gound me in good
health and enjoying myself 4ine and I hope when these few Lines rneach
yow they may ¢ind youw the same the winter has been verny open hene
thenre has been no snow of any acount but there has been a great deal o4
nain it 44 naining to day owr camp is situated on a nice piece 04
ground and dont get muweh muddy we had ondernsd to build chimneys in owurn
tents, and 44ix wup genernaly we have done 40 and we arne Living Lihe ofd
coons I think ¢nom the appearnance o4 things at this time that we will
4tay here all winten if the nebels dont drive us away $rom here when
they undertahe that Job they arne badly §ocoled we are fortifdying all
around our camp and we have goit the town forntified in everny shape and
4onum. we have got a fornt built on the nonth sdide of town that commands
the railroad Bridge that croisses Stone Rivern and the swrrounding country
I am 4orry that therne i4s 40 many tritors in the north I hope thein
Ereacherous designs will soon be put down yow toled me fo heep in good
hearnt I never allow myselyf to get discouraged in the Least. you 4spoke
about John Leilbenn getting wounded. I nevern hnew he was in the service
I wish you would Zell me what Regt he is in. we are a going to be paid
044 4in a day orn two and we have all neady signed the payrolls they aay
we will only get 2 months pay I will send home all I got to spare
that will not be very much §orn [ Lot John Holland have my money to heep
il pay day about 3 weehs ago he got onders to nepornt to Washington
City I am afraid he will not be here in time to get his money 40 as o
pay me bach I am Looking 4orn him back every day he {4 good 4on it
it 448 time to bring my Letten to a close §rom you Son

H Hendenrnston

write soon give my best nespeets to Huldah and the children and
inquirning griends

Sunday Marnch 14&£ 1§63
Camp neanr Murnfreesborno Tennecssce

Dean Sdisten it {4 with much pleasure that [ 4it down this §ine Momning
in answen to youn hind Lettern that I neceived a day on 40 ago I am
well and hearty at present hoping these few Lines will §ind youw enjoydng
the same state 04 good health. ounr Regt got payed o044 day before yes-
tenday we goi 2 months pay that is $26.00 I naked and scraped wp
what the boys owed me I got $52.00 I dent home $40.00 to Mothen by
Cap Chamberns which i going to 4start home tomorrow morning I sent it
Lo Knightstown in care 04 Poist Masten Lieutenant Holland is gone %o
Washington City with $85.00 of my money I will get that when he comes
back. 44 Mothern aint there I wish you would wrnite to her and Let henr
hnow about it. tell hen that [ neceived them two Letterns and noll o4
apple Leather that come in that box. tell Marny Ann I will wrnite to hen
An. a day of 4o. fdon the present I will bring my Letter 2o a close
dnom youn Brothen H Henderson write Aoon

P S I will enclose a 25 cent piece [ wish you would tahe it and by
4ome Posiage Stamps and send me 4orn they are about played out here
H Hendenson



Camp Neanr Mun§reesbonrno
Ten. Manch 11th 1863
Dean Mothen
I take my pen in hand to answen the §ew Lines that I necdieved §rom you
of tho 1At inst I am well and heanty the present hoping these {ew
Lines will §ind you enjoying the same State 04 good health. 2his is a
verny 4ine nice monning aftern the rnain it nained allf night Last hnight
yerternday all day and hnight befone Last it i4 hand 4on us Lo heep
dry when it nains 40 hard 4orn owur tent Leahks the prospect this morning
we will have §air weathern {on a while yestenday we got payed o4 again
we got 2 months pay I sent home $20.00 I sent it to yow at Knights-
town 4in cane o4 the Post Masten I sent home $40.00 the othen pay day
about two weeks ago and sent it by Cap Chambens he was going home on
a 4urlow I had him o Express it to Knightstown in cane o4 the Post
Masten thene has been some talh of the Scldiens in the Field getting
4unlows. So many out of a company thene it men in the company that
neven been adichk nor way 4rom thein Regt 4Adince they have been in the
Lenvice they anre the ones that will go home §{irnst I wifl not get o
go home §on some time yet ifd I hnew I would heep well till the wanrn
it overn I would not cane much about going home. I have not seen the
coppys o4 them Speaches yet only Ande Johnsons Speach was in the news-
paper that was hene in camp
my ftime 44 oven half out I have been 4in the Searvdice 22 months all
togethenr. day beforne yestenday we goi ondenst to tane down oun tents
and pack up neady to marnch we Loaded evenything up and waited 4on
dunthen ondens. we waited il hnight when ondens came to put wup ourn
tents again I doent hnow what it was done fon unfess it was Lo rnein-
donce the night
don the present I will bring my Lettern to aclose dnom yourn
Son H Hendernson
I wisth you would wrnite again to send some Stamps §fon they are about
played out herne

Note Henry's usage of inst aften the 141, You will continue

to see this same abbreviation in Lettens to 4ollow. IL L4

not something he invented, but nathern an abbreviation o4
instant". The 14t inst means the 14t day o4 the present month.
Abbreviations such as inst. (0§ the curnrnent month) and

wult. (of Last month) arne no Longen coniidened good fonm An
business corrnespondence, accornding to the dictionarny.



Camp Neanrn Murngreecborno
Marnch 11th 1§63
Dean Nedice,
It 4% with much pleasurne that I take my pen 4in hand in answen to the
Letten that I neceived $rom you a few days ago I was very glad to hearn
dnom yow. I am well at present hoping these few Lines will {ind you
enjoying the same state o0f good health. we arne 2t{LL camped hene in
the same place I dont hnow how much Longen we wilf Stay herne, we got
ondens day beforne yesterday to tarne down ourn tents and pach up and get
neady 4to marnch we Loaded eveny thing up and waited forn furthen orndens
we Ladid nound till night when ondens came to put up ourn tents again,
tell Granmothen I necedived hen Letten yesternday and I will andwen it in
a day on So when I get another Stamp tell hen we got 2 morne months
pay yYestenday tell hen I Send home Aome the {§inst chance tell hen
I sent home $40.00 the othern pay day about Z weekhs ago by Capitain
Chambens took it §on me I had him to Express it Lo mothen at Knights-
town in care 04§ the Post Masten tell youn Moithen that I wrnote her a
Letten the othen day I sent a 25.ct. peice 4on hen to buy Aome Postage
Stamps and send them fto me Since wniting the above I seen a chance %o
4send home $20.00 by M. Goodwin I Aent it to Mothen at Knightstown
in care o4 Post Masten id Mothen {4 therne tell hen about it it has
been rnaining here §on severnal days it nains about eveny othen day
oun tent Leahs and it is harnd §on us to keep drny. it {4 time to bring
my Letten to a close
4nom youn Uncle
H Hendernson
wrnite 4oon
tell Huldah to wrnite

Camp nearn Munfreesbonrno
Ten. Apxeif 11Eh 1863

Dean Mothen, I 4it down once mone to answen the dew Lines I neceived
dnom you I was verny glad to hearn from you althowugh sorry to hean o4
yourn ilness I hope you will get betten I am well and heanty at
present I have neven enjoyed my health betten than I have since the
battle we got paid of4 to day I note alettern day be fore yestenday
Lo you and sent it to Middle town I stated that I would send home
$26.00 but I §ind it is a mistakhe Goodwin come here with his
disinibution nolls to get us to Sign them and put down the amount of
money we wanted fto Send home then he would go to Indianapolist and
draw the money and Send it to wherne we wanted it to go but the Paymaster
did not want to do that way 40 there i34 no chance to 4send it home £ill
4some body goes frnom the Regt  therne is no chance to Express it home
I will have to bring my Letter to aclote you will have to excuse me

dorn not wniting morne this time I will trny and do bettern the next
dnom youn Son

H Hendenson

P S. me and my mess mate went and bought a Lot 04 4Lour and got some
bahkhing powdens you ought to Ace the buitrewits we get wp I think they
are good enough §on most any body



Camp neanr Munfreesborno

Ten. Apnil 12 1563
Dean Mothen, Sdnce wrniting yesternday I 4ee a chance to send home $25.00
by Mr. Quincy on some such name as that he is grom Richmond he wile
take it to Richmond and there send it %o Joshua Holland at Newcastle
and Holland will publish it [ had it directed to you at Knightstown 4in
carne 04 the Post mastenrn the whole Regit it sending thedin money home by
him we have ondent this monning to be neady to marnch at any moment
I dont khnow whether we will go on not I am well and hearty at present
noe mone at present youn Son

H Hendenson

Camp nean Mungneesrborno Ten.
Apnil 26th 18§63

Dean Mothen
I 4it down once mone to answen yourn hind Lettern that I necedived §rom you
on the 214t inst I am well and heanty at the present hoping these §{ew
Lines will find you enfoying the same State 0§ good health
we have jfust had Brigade Inspecition we had to come out with oun Shoes
blached up and oun gunst clean and bright and everny thing in good orden
we have Regimental Inspection everny Sunday and everny morning at daylight
we have to §all out in a Line of battle and have ourn guns inspected
we have to drilf twice a day therne 44 not much prospect 0§ us getting
into a §4ight very soon unless we make a §orwarnd movement to chatanocoga
there i4 a Lot 04 troops fust marnched by herne with Some nebel prisoners
I did not Learn where they was capiured I suppose they had been at
Mc Minvitfe you can 4ee an account of it in the papens I sent home
$25.00 the Last time we was paid oféd about the finst of the month I
sent it by McQuincy he was to take it to Richmond at Express it to
Holland at Newcastle then Holland was to publish it in the paperns I
dirnected it to you at Knightstown in carne o4 Post Mastern I suppose he
will send it to you i4 he dont youw can wrnite to him and tell him about
it I was verny glad to hean §rnom Pet again you Spohe to me about
Sending me a bottle 0§ curnrant wine i4 it aint to much trouble I
would Like to have it
I will have to bring my Lettern to aclobe

From yourn son
H Hendernson
Write Soon



Camp nearn Munfreesbono

Ten May 10th 15§63

Dean Mothen

I 4it down once mone to
answen the kind Letter I recelved from yow o the 3d inst I was glad
1o hean frnom yow once more I 4ti8Ll heep well and hearnty. I necedived
that bottle o4 wine and them papens which you sent me I allso goit that
Latest papen you Aent me that wine was verny good and I was glad #o
get it I have heard all about Hooherns doings we can get papens by
paying 10 cents §on them
you made a mistahke in youn Letten I could not undenstand you said that
Pet had got in a Aeverne Shinumish and nearly the whole DiviAsion ik
wounded I could not undenstand whethern Pet wast hurnt or noit e e i
wounded I am sonrny of it I hope it aint bad
I wish you would tell me what Isoms Captains name is if yow hnow forn I
have 4orngotten he neven has wnote to me 40 I thought I would wraite to
him 44 I could 4ind ocut how to direct my Letten the 314t Ind 44 4in
oun Divdisdion it {4 on the MeMinville pike out about § miles §rom
herne at a place called Readyville I neven had a chance to go to it %o
$44ind out how Nat Hendernson is with it or not
4on the present I will bring my Letten to aclose
4nom ag4ectionate Son
H Hendenson

write 4oon

Camp nean Caipplecrneeh
Ten. May 26 1§63
Deanr Mothen

I 44{t down once more to answen yourn welcome Letten of the 17thinst I
was very glad to hean §rnom you I am well at present hoping these few
Lines will §ind you enjoying the same state of good health
‘we have moved ourn camp 4ince I Last wrote we have moved on Caipple
creek close to the MeMinsville Pike about 6 on 7 miles dnom Munfreesboro
we are on a Line with one o4 our othern brigades it 44 the brigade that
has the 314% Ind in I went over there yesternday and inquired §orn Nat
Hendernson in Com R they aaid therne was no Such a man in that company
they said there was a Hendenson in Com I the next com to that I went
therne and found William Hendernson he would not give me much satisfact-
ion I come away then
I 4uppose Grant is about to clean them out at Vicksburg news come yes-
terday that he took alarge amount of prisoners and overn 50 canon I
duppode you hearnd all about it beforne this time I wish you would send
me 4ome more postage Stamps I necedived that paper you sent me the
wethen 44 veny hot down henre it {4 cold enough 0 a night to have 2
orn 3 blankets over abody to keep warm  day time 40 hot we can harndly
Atand 4t
don the present I will have to quit writing

dnom yourn affectionate Son H Hendenson
write Ao0n



P S EOMPENBIL M OF THE AR OF THE REBEIITON

REGIMENT AL HISTORIES

36th REGIMENT INFANTRY.

Organized ar Richmond. Ind., and mustered [n Sep-
tember 16, 1861. Ordered to Kentucky and duty at
Camp Wicklitte, Ky., till February, 1362. Attached to
10th Brigade, Army of the Ohio, Octoher-November,
1861. 10cth Brigade, 4th Division. Army of the QOhio, to
Seprember, 1362, 10th Brigade, 4th Division. 2ad Corps,
Army of the Ohio, to November, 1862. 3rd Brigade, 2nd
Division, Left Wing l4th Army Corps., Army of thes
Cumberland, to January, 1863. 2rd Brigade, 2nd Di-
vision. 21st Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to
October. 1863. 3rd Brigade, 1st Division, 4th Army
Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to June, 1863. 2nd
Brigade, 1st Division. 4th Army Corps, to July, 1863.

SERVICE.—Expedition down Ohio River to reinforce
General Graat at Fort Donelson, Tenn., thence to Nash-
ville, Tenn., February 14-25, 1862. QOccupation of Nash-
ville February 23. March to Savanopabh, Tenn., March
17-April 5. Battle of Shiloh, Tenn., April 6-7. Advance
on and siege of Corinth, Miss., April 29-May 30. Occu-
pation of Corinth May 20. Pursuit to Booneville May
31-June 12. Buell’'s Campaign In Northern Alabama and
Middle Tennessee June to August. Round Mountalin,
near Woodbury, Angust 28. March to Nashville, Tenn.,
thence to Louisville, Ky., in pursuit of Bragg, August
31-September 26. Pursuit of Bragg to Wild Cat, Ky.,
October 1-20. Wild Cat, Ky., October 17. March to
Nashville, Tenn., October 20-November 9. and duty there
till December 26. Advance on Murfreesboro December
26-30. Battle of Stone’s River December 30-31, 1862,
and January 1-3, 1863. Duty at Murfreesboro till June.
Action at Woodbury January 24. Mliddle Tennessee or
Tullahcma Campaign June 23-July 7. At Manchester
till August 16. Passage of the Cumberland Mountains
and Tennessee River and Chickamauga (Ga.) Campaign
August 16-September 22. Battle of Chickamauga Sep-
tember 18-20. Siege of Chattanooga, Tenn., September
24-November 23. Reopening Tennessee River October
26-2). Chattanooga-Ringgold Campaign November 23-
27. Lookout Mountain November 23-24. Mlssion Ridge
November 25. Pigeon HIill November 26. Ringgold
Gap, Tavlor's Ridge. November 27. Duty at White-
side, Tyner's Statlon and Blue Springs till May, 1864.
Demonstration on Dalton. Ga., February 22-27. Near
Dalton February 23. Tunme!l HIll, Buzzard's Roost
Gap and Rocky Faced Ridge Februmary 23-25. Atlanta
(Ga.) Campalgn May 1 to September 8. Tunnel HIil
May 6-7. Demonstracions on Rocky Faced Rlidge and
Dalton May 3-13. Buzzard's Roost Gap May 8-9. Battle
of Resaca May 14-15. Near Klngston May 18-19. Near
Cassville May 19. Advance on Dallas May 22-25. Opera-
tions on lina of Pumpkin Vine Creelk and battles about
Dallas, New Hope Church and Allatoona Hills May 25-

June 3. Operations about Marietta and against Kene-
saw Mountain June 10-July 2. Pine Hill June 11-i4.
Lost Mountain June 13-17. Assault on Kenesaw June
27. Ruff's Station, Smyrna Camp Ground, Julr 4.
Charttahoochie River July 5-17. Peach Tree Creek July
19-20. Slege of Atlanta July 22-August 23. Non-Vet-
erans mustered out August 13, 1864. Veterans and Re-
cruits consolidated to a Battalion. Flank movement on
Jonesboro August 23-30. Battle of Jonesboro August 21-
September 1. Lovejoy Station September 2-6. Pur-
suit of Hood into Alabama October 2.-26. Nashville
Campaign November-December. Columbia, Duck River,
November 24-27. Bartle of Franklin November 30. -
Battle of Nashville December 13-16. Pursuit of Hood
to the Tennessee River December 17-28. Moved to
Huatsville. Ala.. and duty there till March. 1865. Oper-
ations in East Tennessee March 15-April 22. At Nash-
ville, Tenn.. till June. Ordered to New Orleans, La.,
June 16. Transferred to 20tk Indiana Battalion Infan-
try July 12, 1863,

Regiment lost during service 11 Officers and 102 En-
listed men killed and mortally wounded and 2 Officers
and 130 Enlisted men by disease. Total 243.
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